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All the lymph drainage from the head and 
neck goes to the deep cervical nodes.

 They receive afferents from other lymph 
node groups in the head and neck as well as 
directly from organs in these regions. 

Efferents from the deep cervical nodes 
form the jugular trunk which on the left 
drains into the thoracic duct and on the right 
into the right lymphatic duct. 

Lymph drainage of head and neck
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10Lymph drainage of head and neck

 The thoracic duct and

 The right lymphatic duct 

usually empty into the 
junction of the subclavian 
and internal jugular veins on 
their respective sides; 

Otherwise they open into 
either of these veins.
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*The supraclavicular group of nodes (also
known as the lower deep cervical group),
especially on the left, are also sometimes
referred to as the signal or sentinel lymph
nodes of Virchow or Troisier, especially when
sufficiently enlarged and palpable. These
nodes (or a single node) are so termed because
they may be the first recognized presumptive
evidence of malignant disease in the viscera.

LymphVesselsandnodesofHeadandneck
See	also	Plates 73, 105	
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Level I nodes are in the submental 
and submandibular triangles

Level II–IV nodes are deep cervical 
nodes

Level II being from the base of the 
skull to the carotid bifurcation (hyoid 
bone),

Surgical approach

Surgeons treating malignant lymph nodes in the neck tend to classify them by 
levels. 
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Level III from there to the intermediate tendon of omohyoid (cricoid
cartilage), and 
Level IV from there down to the clavicle and including the supraclavicular
nodes. 

Surgical approach

Level V nodes are in the posterior triangle of 
the neck,related to the accessory nerve. 

Level VI nodes are nodes surrounding the 
midline visceral structures and include the 
pretracheal and paratracheal nodes.

Level VII nodes are in the superior 
mediastinum.
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Classical radical neck dissection removed Level I–V nodes with the 
sternocleidomastoid muscle, internal jugular vein and accessory nerve.

Modified radical neck dissection (also called functional neck dissection) 
preserves some or all of these latter three structures. 

Selective neck dissection removes some but not all Level I–V nodes.

Surgical approach


