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Digestive System
Digestive System Is formed of:

A-Alimentary tract (GIT):

It includes the following:

-The mouth cavity

-The pharynx

-The oesophagus

-The stomach

-The small intestine

-The large intestine             Anus

B-Glands of Digestive System:

-It includes the following:

-The salivary gland

-The liver

-The pancreas



The Mouth (oral) cavity

• It is the entrance to the digestive tract.

It contains

- tongue

- gingiva and teeth

- lips.

• Major and minor salivary glands open into the mouth cavity 
by different ducts.

• Oral cavity is lined by oral mucous membrane which is 
formed of:

1. Non-keratinized stratified squamous epithelium. 

2. Lamina propria: formed of loose connective tissue



The tongue

• The tongue is the largest organ in the oral cavity.

• It is formed of a core of skeletal muscle covered 
with mucosa .

• It has dorsal and ventral surfaces .

1– The ventral surface:

-It is covered by non keratinized stratified 
squamous epithelium rest on C.T. 

2– The dorsal surface:

- It has v-shaped groove (sulcus terminalis) which 
divides the dorsal surface into an anterior 2/3 and 
posterior 1/3.

- In the anterior 2/3, the mucosa forms a great 
number of elevations  called lingual papillae 
(contains taste buds)





Lingual papillae

-They are formed of a central core of C.T. and a covering layer of 
stratified squamous epithelium.

-Types: according to their shape, there are 4 types of papillae:-

• Filiform papilla

• Fungiform papilla

• Circumvallate papilla

• Foliate papilla (rudimentary

in human)



Major layers and organization of 
the digestive tract



Esophagus



Esophagus

Approximately 10 inches long muscular tube

• The wall is formed of:

1.Mucosa: 

- Epithelium: Stratified squamous non - keratinized epithelium

- Lamina propria: C.T

- Muscularis mucosa: inner circular (IC)& outer longitudinal (OL).

2.Submucosa: contains Meissner’s plexus and oesophageal glands

3.Musculosa: IC & OL.

Upper one-third: skeletal fibers

Middle one-third: mixed fibers

Lower one-third: smooth fibers

4.Adventitia: loose connective tissue



Stomach




























