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How to identify the vertebra

-If it has a foramen in the transverse process :
it is a cervical vertebra

-If no foramen in the transverse process with a facet on the side of the
body of the vertebra :
it 1s thoracic vertebra

-If no foramen in the transverse process and the body has no facet :
it i1s lumbar vertebra.

- cervical




CERVICAL VERTEBRAE
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CERVICAL VERTEBRAE
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Atlanto oc:C|p|tal joint

occipital memb.

Post. atlanto occipital memb.

1-Anterior Atlanto-occipital membrane

2-Posterior Atlanto-occipital membrane.



Atlanto axial joints Atlanto axial joints

3 joints (1 median & 2 lateral Atlanto axial)

transv. lig. of A¢I8




1-Apical ligament.
2-Alar ligament.

3-Cruciate ligament:
apical licament

Clivas  memberan fectoria

4-Memberana tectoria




typical cervical vertebra. Superior aspect.

Anlerior tuherele . —

antlos (1)

IFrANEVErse Process

axis (L2}

Foramen k 1 - ;
{ranstersariym : . Posterior tubercle

lateral mass
ant b of atlas
5

post tul of transverse
processa

6

ANT.ARCH ANT.TUBERCLE verebra proninens (C7)

ant tub. of ansvers process

occipital

POST.ARCH LATERAL MASS  pENS

POST. TUBERCLE




Prevertebral muscles
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" . Rectus capitis
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v-Longus coli “
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Postvertebral muscles
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SUBOCCIBITAL TRIANGLE

Boundaries:-

Inferior: -inferior oblique \ y Upper trapezius

Above & lateral: -superior oblique  , |

Above s medial: -

rectus capitis post. Major & minor
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longissimuscapitis &

greater occipital nerve
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atlanto-occipitalmembran
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Vertebral artery
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