
Filarial antigens trigger increased cytokines and immunoglobulins (IgE and IgG4). 



# is a chronic
# mosquito-borne infection 
# targeting the lymphatics, 
# caused by filarial nematodes.

Nematodes (roundworms) are long, 
thin, unsegmented, tube-like worms. 
Adult worms : form separate sexes, 
with the males usually being smaller 
than the females.

•Pathological lesions occur in the lymphatic 
system, due to the presence of adult worms 
(living or dead), but not due to microfilariae.

• Symptoms may take 9 months up to 1 year 
to manifest after the initial infection.

• Children or individuals in endemic areas 
often remain asymptomatic (subclinical 
infection), while others show acute and/or 
chronic signs and symptoms.

A. Filarial fever: Typically, low-grade fever (self-limiting). May have myalgias, +/- Lymphadenopathy.
B. Acute adenolymphangitis (ADL):
• Fever and lymphadenopathy
• Lymphangitis (inflammation spread distally to the lymph node), with lymphatic vessels in the legs) becoming warm, enlarged, red, and tender
• Commonly seen in inguinal lymph nodes but can also affect the genitalia (epididymitis in males)
• Lasts a few days then resolves, but recurs periodically
C. Tropical pulmonary eosinophilia (TPE): Immune reaction to microfilariae trapped in the
lungs results in Restrictive lung disease, which can progress to interstitial pulmonary
fibrosis


