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Classification of carbon and hydrogen atoms:

Carbon atoms can classified into four types:

1- Primary carbon atom(1

o

): when the carbon atom attached with only one carbon atom 

directly

CH3CH2CH2CH3

1

o

2- Secondary carbon atom(2

o

): when the carbon atom attached with only twocarbon atoms 

directly

CH3CH2CH2CH3

2

o

3- Tertiary carbon atom(3

o

): when the carbon atom attached with only threecarbon atoms 

directly

CH3CH2CHCH3

CH

3
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4- queternary carbon atom(4

o

): when the carbon atom attached with only four carbon atoms 

directly

CH3CH2CCH3
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### Hydogen atoms are classified according to the carbon atoms attached with

CH3CHCH2CH2CCH3
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